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	Date: January 21, 2026
	Text2:                                            West Windsor Police Role in Immigration Enforcement
Questions about immigration enforcement, public safety, and civil liberties are important, and I appreciate the opportunity to address them clearly and factually.
West Windsor Township and the West Windsor Police Department follow New Jersey law and the Immigrant Trust Directive issued by the New Jersey Office of the Attorney General. That directive remains in full force and effect and governs what state and local law enforcement can and cannot do with respect to immigration matters.
Under the Immigrant Trust Directive, West Windsor police officers do not engage in federal civil immigration enforcement. Our officers do not conduct immigration raids, do not enforce civil immigration violations, and do not detain individuals solely based on actual or perceived immigration status. We will only recognize and enforce arrest warrants that are signed by a judge. Administrative warrants issued by ICE officers alone do not meet that standard under New Jersey law.
Language suggesting “warrantless arrests” or “home invasions” by ICE overstepping authority does not accurately reflect how law enforcement functions in New Jersey. Federal agencies operate under federal law, and local police agencies do not have the authority to interfere with or adjudicate the legality of federal enforcement actions. It is not the role of local police, nor is it my role as Chief of Police, to determine whether a federal agency's actions are lawful. That determination is made by the courts.
What is very much my responsibility is safety. My duty is to protect the public, to protect the rights of lawful protesters, and to protect all law enforcement officers who are carrying out their duties, whether they are local, county, state, or federal officers. I will not allow anyone to be assaulted, endangered, or unlawfully interfered with while doing their job. That applies equally in every direction.
The Immigrant Trust Directive is explicit that New Jersey law enforcement may assist federal agencies in criminal investigations or when exigent circumstances exist, such as situations where the safety of officers or the public is in jeopardy. If individuals attempt to interfere with law enforcement actions, block officers, enter restricted areas, or engage in conduct that creates unsafe conditions, officers will act to restore order and may make arrests when required by law.
	Text3: Peaceful protest is a protected constitutional right, and the West Windsor Police Department has a long history of protecting lawful demonstrations. At the same time, protests must follow New Jersey law. Individuals may protest in public forums such as streets, sidewalks, and parks so long as they do not block traffic or public access. Permits may be required for large demonstrations, sound amplification, or marches that close roadways. Protesters may not trespass on private property, obstruct emergency operations, incite violence, or ignore lawful orders to disperse when conditions become unsafe.
Interfering with any law enforcement action, regardless of the agency involved, is not protected activity and can result in arrest. That is not a threat. It is a statement of law and public safety reality. My responsibility is to prevent situations from escalating into something catastrophic that harms civilians, protesters, or officers.
For those who wish to help individuals affected by immigration enforcement, the most effective and lawful options are to work with civil rights organizations, ensure people know their rights, help connect individuals with legal counsel, support court appearances, or participate in organized, lawful advocacy efforts. Those actions make a real difference without placing anyone at risk.
I have attached the public summary of the Immigrant Trust Directive, which answers many of these questions directly and reflects the law as it stands in New Jersey. Our department remains committed to treating all residents with dignity and respect, enforcing New Jersey criminal law fairly, and ensuring the safety of everyone in our community.
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